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I acknowledge that fact; but all the more will they welcome with gladsome greetings the man who first abolishes them.
Who is he, indeed? He is the man who abolished the rule of the camp in civil places.
All the more ready are we, therefore, to receive into our hearts him who was the first to salute with his stainless sword the majesty of the civil law; who was the first to bow with knightly crest at the bar of civil justice ; who was the first of all whose voice was heard crying aloud in the wilderness of despotism, '' Make the way straight for the reign of peace and for the sovereignty of the people.3'
Bethink you not, my friends, that the American people are so indiscriminating as to apprehend the embryo of a Brutus or the embryo of a Caesar in the man who was the Brutus of unhallowed arbitrary power.
Those words came to this country like a sunburst upon a wintry day. They were like the springing up of a fountain in a desert. They were like the shadow of a great rock in a weary land. And long after this great Convention has passed away from earth, the millions who are to come after us will be Singing upon then: tongues those words which belong to Runnymede and the Magna Charta. The great principles of American liberty are still the lawful inheritance of this people. The trial by jury, the habeas corpus, the freedom, of speech, the liberty of the press, the natural rights of persons and the rights of property must be preserved.
They tell us that we, the American people, do not want a Soldier. The greatest and best, the magistrate without a peer, was who? George Washington, the soldier. George Washington whose life had been spent in the saddle, and whose history is musical with the clinking of the spur. Madison and Monroe were soldiers. Jackson and Harrison and Taylor were soldiers. Buchanan and Lincoln had both borne arms for the Republic. All adown the line of yourhu. With a
